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SUBJECT: AIR FORCE CINC ON LATIN AMERICAN UNITY AND US POLICY 
DIFFERENCES 

REF: MONTEVIDEO 1118 (NOTAL) 

1 . CHILEAN AIR FORCE CINC/JUNTA MEMBER GENERAL GUSTAVO 
LEIGH ANSWERED QUESTIONS WITH HIS USUAL OUTSPOKENNESS ON 
HIS MARCH 18 RETURN FROM THE MONTEVIDEO MEETING OF AIR 
FORCE CHIEFS ON THE AMERICAS. IN REPLY TO A QUESTION 
ABOUT THE REFJECTION OF US MILITARY AID BY A HALF DOZEN 
LA COUNTRIES. LEIGH REPORTEDLY SAID THAT "CURRENT US 
FOREIGN POLICY CAN ACHIEVE THAT WHICH BOLIVAR ONLY 
DREAMED OF: THE UNION OF THE LATIN AMERICANS." AND 
SPEAKING ABOUT THE THOUGHTS OF LA MILITARY LEADERS ON 
US FOREIGN POLICY, LEIGH SAID "THERE IS A LATIN AMERICAN 
STIRRING, ESPECIALLY ON THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-INTERVENTION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND THE SELF-DETERMINATION OF PEOPLES." NEVERTHELESS, 

THERE WERE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CHILEAN ARMED 
FORCES AND SENIOR US MILITARY LEADERS: "THEY ARE WELL 
DISPOSED TOWARD US. THEY RESPECT US FOR OUR PROFESSIONALISM 
AND BECAUSE WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN UP TO DATE IN OUR PROGRESS 
AS AN INSTITUTION." REPORTEDLY LEIGH THEN ADDED: "THE 
POLICY OF THE PENTAGON IS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF THE US 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, AND DIFFERENT ALSO FROM THE POLICY 
OF THE US CONGRESS." LEIGH SAID THAT THE AIR FORCE 
LEADERS HAD NOT TALKED ABOUT POLITICS DURING THE 
MONTEVIDEO MEETING, BUT THAT THEY HAD INFORMALLY DISCUSSED 
INTERNATIONAL MATTERS. 

2. COMMENT: THERE IS OBVIOUSLY SOME PUBLIC POSTURING IN LEIGH'S 
WORDS, BUT WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THEY REFLECT HIS BASIC THOUGHTS. 
LEIGH IS THE MOST SOPHISTICATED AND BEST INFORMED OF THE 
MEMBERS OF THE CHILEAN JUNTA. HE HAS ALWAYS BEEN WELL 
DISPOSED TOWARD THE US, AND BECAUSE OF THE ONGOING F-5 
AND A-37 PROGRAMS HE HAS MORE REASON TO RECOMMEND CONTINUING 
COOPERATION WITH THE USG THAN DO OTHER JUNTA MEMBERS. 

LEIGH HAS SPOKEN PRIVATELY ABOUT DIFFERENT APPROACHES 
TOWARD CHILEAN POLICY AMONG OFFICIAL AMERICANS, AND WE 
ASSUME THAT OTHER SENIOR CHILEAN LEADERS SHARE HIS OPINION. 

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME, HOWEVER, THAT WE RECALL A PUBLIC 
STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT. 

POPPER 
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